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Beyond Instrumental Rationality: Reflections on the
Triple Dilemmas of Social Work Field Education

YE Peng — fei
( China Institute of Industrial Relations, Beijing 100048 , China)

Abstract: Field practice plays an important role in social work education and talent cultivation. Field education expands school

space of education to organizational and social space, and turns social work agencies and government departments into the education

subject. Pending the collision among multiple subjects, a triple dilemma of roles, relationships and expertise has formed. The root of

these dilemmas lies in the instrumental rational thinking held by each subject, which makes the whole field education be divided into

different parts with different goals. Only by going beyond instrumental rationality and returning to the essence of social work and social

work education, promoting students to become the active subject of their own quality and ability improvement, propelling internship u—

nits and project clients to embed the talent training process into education, and strengthening the overall management of college intern—

ship education, a synergistic effect can be played among educational subjects, contributing the field education integrating a whole, so

as to realize the goal of two dimensions: training people and serving people.

Key words: social work education; professional practice; instrumental rationality
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